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REPORT. 


To his Excellency A. I. BOREMAN, 
Governor of West Virginia. 


My attention has just been called to a resolution of the last 
Legislature, requiring the Governor's message and accompanying 
documents to be printed before the opening of the legislative ses- 
sion. I am therefore compelled to prepare my report without 
waiting for those of my correspondents (n Europe, expected after 
the close of the year. l 

It will be remembered by your Excellency that notwithstanding 
your earnest recommendation to the last Legislature to make an 
adequate appropriation for the necessary expenditures of my office, 
this matter did not receive the proper consideration at their hands. 
The $718,60 which I received, after deducting the amount due me 
for the last year's advances, were exhausted in July last, and in fact, 
amounted only to about $500, in gold or foreign exchange; a sum 
entirely inadequate to keep alive the interest and attention excited 
through my previous, efforts at the sources of emigration. Yet 
lam happy to assure your Excellency, that much more than that 
was accomplished, notwithstanding - the recent war in Europe, and 
the uncertainty which is represented there as still hanging over the 
political destiny of WestVirginia. For what progress has been achiev- 
ed I am mainly indebted to the assistance of faithful agents abroad,- 
whose zeal has not in the least abated for the want of adequate re- 
muneration, but rather appears to increase with the obstacles to be 
encountered, in the firm hope of ultimate and remunerative success. 

The first emigrant families that reached West Virginia during the 
past season came principally from the protestant provinces of Aus- 
tria, Wurtemberg, and Switzerland, and located themselves in the 
counties of Lewis, Doddridge, and Wood. "They, as well as a num- 
ber of single people,'for whom I procured employment, are highly 
satisfied with their new situations and prospects, and have, at my 
request, reported to that effect to their friends at home. This, I 
never fail to require from new comers, and find it one of the most 
efficient levers of my agency. 

Yet, whatever may be the extent of our successin recruiting em- 
igration for West Virginia in Europe, we shall never be permitted 
to reap the full benefit óf our labors, until I am enabled to coun- 
teract the hostile influence which diverts from our State the emi- 
grants who have started from Europe, or even landed in America, 
with the intention oflocating in West Virginia. Until last spring. 
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. I had attributed this obstacle exclusively. to the competition of the 
well appointed Western Land and Transportation agencies:at the 
port of New York, never suspecting these to be encouraged and as- 
sisted by a New York State institution, established at Castle. Garden 
for the special protection of emigrants. This building, upon whose 
floor the landing pilgrim first sets his foot, is so constructed. that he 
cannot leave it without experiencing in some form the effect of the- 
paternal solicitude which is guiding his first steps on our hospitable 
shores, and which I am enabled to illustrate as follows: 

In June last I was infoxmed that a large number of emigrants, 
chiefly from Austria and Southern Germany, were coming over t from 
Hamburg, in the steamer Saxonia, with the intention of settling i in 
West Virginia, and that many of them, whose mind was not. fully 
made up, could be secured by proper exertions at the port of land- 
ing. Iconsequently repaired to New York, and well knowin that 
my objeet would not be warmly assisted by the Castle Garden author. 
ities, I first sought an interview with Mr. J. S. Cummings the U.S. 
Superintendent of Immigration, at that port. That gentleman 
being absent from the city, I presented your Excellency’s letter of 
introduction for him to the General Agent of the Castle Garden 
Commission. Upon learning that I wished to see the passengers of 
the “Saxonia” just landing at the building, this gentleman placed 
me in the care of another officer, ostensibly to show me around. I soon 


^ discovered, however, that I was guarded very much as a prisoner, 


and not permitted to communicate with the passengers until after 
they were registered and supplied with transportation tickets and 
American currency in exchange for their gold, from offices estab- 
lished within the edifice. This performance being over, I inquired 
for the families destined for West Virginia, when I was informed by 
a number of them, that during the sea voyage and atthe quarantine 
they had been persuaded to.go to the Prairie States, on the ground 
that West Virginia was & batren waste, where the wheat and fruit 
crops had failed, provisions, farming stock and implements were ex- 
orbitantly high, politics insecure, and foreigners unwelcome. They 
were all supplied with tickets to Pittsburg, and other points further 
west by the Pennsylvania Central R. R. and the New York State 
routes, and had been told that West Virginia could not be reached 
by way of Baltimore at all. 

Notwithstanding the odds against us, I did my utmost to correct 
the false impressions of those people in regard to our State, and 
obtained the promise of a number of them who had tickets for Pitts- 
burg only, that they would there take boat to Parkersburg, and 
first take a view of our State, before going further. Unfortunately 
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howenst,. when: oy spsuliod Pittsburg, cholera was. PE 
advancing, upathé Qhie.rivet and. they pursued their journey west- 
ward never to return. 

Had.these, people. been supplied with tickets to "West Virginia 
via, Baltimore, E E would, have secured them for our State without diffi- 
culty. Upon. inquiring at the- Castle Garden R. R. office, why no 
tickets were: delivered there te Baltimore, or to Wheeling and 
Parkersburg by way of Baltimore, I was answered thaf these routes 
to the Ohio, riverbeing higher than the one to Pittsburg, theinterests ` 
of the emigrant. commanded their exclusion from official patronage. 
This difference of price. being but small, $1,50 per Kead, I applied to 
the Baltimore and Ohio R. R. Co; to suggest an arrangement with the 
Camden and.Amboy R. R. Co. by which the fare to West Virginia 
might be reduced to an,equality with thatof the Pittsburg route. I 
was then informed that this could not be effected, because the latter 
company would not consent to a proportionate reduction, and, that 
even if they did, the Castle Garden authorities would still patron- 
ize the Pennsylvania Central and other northern routesin preference, 
because these routes allowed them a commission of 25 per cent on every 


emigrant fare, which the Baltimore and Ohio R. R. Co. could not 


afford to do. 

This state of things was since e amply confirmed to me from other 
sources, and by the persistency of the Castle Garden authorities in 
refusing admittance at the landing to my agents in New York, and 
in palming off Pittsburg titkets upon all emigrants for West Vir- 
ginia, notwithstanding their protests, and reiterated declarations 
that they wanted to come here by Baltimore and by no other route. 
By this route the whole fare, say to Wheeling or. Parkersburg, would 
not exceed $9,50, while by way of Pittsburg to any point in West 
Virginia east or west, of Grafton, it is never less than $18, 50, ¢ con- 
sequently a loss of: $4 for each passenger. ^j tc ii 

I regret to add, that there is not the least disposition on the part 
of the Baltimore and Ohio R. R. Co. to assist us in the matter, by 
simply authorizing, the agent in New York to issue through tickets 
to West Virginia, even at present rates. Although the Castle Gar- 
den authorities would not permit such tickets to be sold inside of 
their building, yet it would deprive them of one argument so fatally 
used against us, that no through tickets to West Virginia can be. 
had in New York on any terms. 

The Baltimore and- Ohio R. R. Co. suggests that the surest way 
to save the emigrant from his New York protectors is to recommend 
his taking ship to Baltimore-direct. Up to date however this com 
pany-havę no. ine of emigrant ships running between Baltimore and 
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any part of Europe except Liverpool, and the transit from German 
ports to England involves additional delay and expense, which em- 
igrants avoid whenever possible. Until this inconvenience is rem- 
edied, we must in self-defence resort to expedients similar to those 
used against us by agents of competing States. "These means I con- 
fidently assert, are entirely within our control and had I been al- 
lowed the appropriation asked for last winter, little or no loss would 
have inured through the Castle Garden institution and their agen- 
cies on ship board and elsewhere. I should be happy to give any 
verbal explanation upon this point to your Excellency or to any 
committee of the legislature that may demand it, and beg to be 
furnished an early opportunity of so doing. 

Were I not thoroughly convinced that the pecuniary assistance 

solicited from the State treasury is all that is now required to secure 
the results in contemplation, I would not again repeat the proposi- 
tion after the treatment received at the hands of the last Legisla- 
ture. I had asked only some twenty-five to thirty hundred dol- 
lars for the foundation of an enterprise pregnant with invaluable 
advantages to.our State, and for which as many thousands were 
cheerfully spent by other States formerly more destitute of popula- 
tionthan we are, who are now supplying West Virginia with capital, 
enterprise and other exotic advantages, school teachers not excepted. 
Instead of the modest sum demanded, for necessary expenses, I was 
allowed about one-fourth of it for expenses and salary, this last word 
being evidently added to close the door against any further eläim 
on my part for services rendered. A. precaution so illiberal and 
insulting to me was, I am happy to say entirely superfluous. Very 
far from appropriating any portion of that scant allowance in the 
shape of salary, or designing to present any claim for services here- 
after, I actually spent directly and indirectly, at least twice the 
amount in furthering my mission, and even neglected my own pri- 
vate offairs from sheer apprehension that a relaxation of my efforts 
for the publie good might be attributed to a want of perseverance, 
or cause me to loose some of the ground, so slowly and laboriously 
conquered. i 

I do not in the least deny that in common with a large number 
of my fellow-citizens and the State at „large, I hope ultimately to 
derive some personal henefit from the successof my official mission; 
in the meantime I deem it but just to myself to state that none of 
the immigrants yet introduced into our State through my agency, 
have purchased property of or through me, in which I had any in- 
terest whatever, and that I am yet to receive the first dollar of per- 
sonal profit in any form from my official labors for the last three years. 


During the past year I had printed and distributed here and in 
Europe 4500 pamphlets descriptive of the State, 44 copies of Colton's 
map of West Virginia, 125 newspapers containing editorials and 
correspondencies upon the subject of our resources and develop- 
ments, 250 copies of the State constitution, and upwards of 1900 
other printed documents containing information usefulto emigrants. 
I have written in all 461 official letters, one third of which to Eu- 


rope. Fiveinfluential papers of Switzerland and Southern Germany. 


have from time to time published sketches of West Virginia, and 
directions to emigrants furnished by my correspondents and myself. 
My advertisements in papers of our northern States have invari- 
ably been followed by numerous applications for information in re- 
gard to our State, many of them coming from points as far west as 
Kansas. Inquiries from the latter state as well as from Michigan 
and Minnesota, betoken a great anxiety to emigrate to a climate 
more mild and salubrious than their own, and no less surprise at the 
fertility of a surface so broken as oursis reputed to be. Many of 
these inquiries have been followed by actual emigration to our 
State, but as the parties concerned dil not generally report to me, 
I can form no accurate estimate of the number of accessions from 
that source. Ihave also furnished a number of official reports upon 
particular sections of our State which may lead to important devel- 
opements, and have never failed to improveany opportunity for the 
dissemination of information in regard to our various resources. 
After the refusal of the last Legislature to make any appropria- 
. tion for the exhibition of West Virginia products at the World's 
Fair to be held in Paris in 1867, I had abandoned all hope of being 
able to serve the State in connexion with this matter. In Septem- 
ber last, however, Mr. Derby, the U.S. Agent for thex Eposition hav- 
ing written to your Excellency for the purpose of securing a repre- 
sentation from West Virginia, having been referred to me by your 
order, I reported to Mr. Derby, that although I had done all I 
could in the matter, and could not be held responsible for a want 
of success, I would make one more offort to GIL the space retained 
for our products at the Fair Palace. To this effect I published cir- 
cular letters, principally in the Parkersburg Times and Gazette, the 
only State papers evincing any interest in the subject, for the pur- 
pose of requesting specimens of mineral, manufactural and agricul- 
tural products, and acontribution by private subscription of $500 
for the purpose of collecting, elassing, labelling, packing, and ship- 
ping the specimens, and the printing of a few thousand copies of a 
descriptive catalogue in the English, French and German languages, 
for distribution at the Fair Palace. Ihave now collected nearly 
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three-fourths of the specimens called for, but of the contribution 
for expenses only one fourth has so far been subseribed, and the 
apathy manifested in a State so much in need of foreign capital and 
markets, is truly deplorable. Not less than sixteen states of the 
Union, including Alabama and Louisiana, are spending large 
amounts towards a proper exhibition of their resources, and will be 
represented at the World's Fair by special agents. An equal op- 
portunity for exhibiting our resources to the world, and securing 
important practical results at a trifling expense, may not be at our 
command again for half a century. 

Myilast annual reportícontained several suggestions approved 
of by your Excellency, in regard to such legislation as may render 
our State more attractive to immigrants. The importance of inereas- 
ing our publie roads and providing for their repair, I had hoped, 
would not be overlooked. Instead of this however, the whole 
subject of roads was turned over to the county boards of supervi- 
sors, which as experience so far proves is equal to devoting what 
few roads we have to entire destruction. I would fail to my duty, 
'were I not to call attention again to the urgency of more efficient 
legislation upon this subject. If we possessed the wealth of the In- 
dies we could not exhibit it to strangers or develop it without. more 
and better roads than we now have. 

Should the Legislature see fit to make the appropriation for my ^ 
ofñcial expenditures, as suggested above, I beg leave to state that 
no further assistance from the treasury will hereafter be required or 
expected. The results I shall thereby be enabled to attain, will be 
sufficient to induce the assumption of all future expenditures by a 
company or corporation now in process of being organized, but who 
will not be ready for operation, in time for next spring's immigra- 
tion. This organization is styled the State Immigration and Im- 
provement Company, and will operate upon a plan more practical, 
effective and economical than any other yet pursued here or in other 
States for the same purpose. It embraces the introduction of popu- 
lation, skill and capital into the very sections of our State where 
they are most/needed, and where the same object could not be ac- 
- complished by any other means for many years to come. The char- 
ter of this company will be obtained so soon as the names and sub- 
scriptions of the corporators from the northern and eastern States 
shall be furnished. 


I have the honor to remain, most respectfully, 


Your Excellency's obedient servant, 
J. H. Diss DEBAR, 
Pürkersburg, W. Va., 27th Deč., 1866. 


